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Stella Maris, Los Troncos, Playa Grande and Divino Rostro are the most traditional 

neighbourhoods of Mar del Plata. They stand out because of the solid architecture of 

their residences in which noble materials like stone, wood and roof tiles prevail. The 

good taste is evident in the parks and gardens full of trees, bushes and flowers, one of 

their characteristic features.

Farther away, Pinos de Anchorena neighbourhood and the Casa del Puente (bridge 

house), a world-famous architectural paradigm which belonged to composer Alberto 

Williams, are worth visiting.

By car: 1 hour 30 minute tour (basic tour). Half-day and full-day tours when visiting specific attractions.
By bus:  For further information about transport and schedules visitors should get the monthly edition of the activity guide in one of the 
tourist information offices of the Tourism Board. 
On foot:  Enjoy a leisurely stroll in the different neighbourhood or Güemes and Alem Streets.

LOMA  STELLA  MARIS  –  GÜEMES  –  BARRIOS TRADICIONALES    

The starting point for this tour is the 
Loma Stella Maris (Stella Maris Hill), 
at the corner of Colón Ave and Alvear 
Street, where the Museo Municipal 
de Arte Juan Carlos Castagnino  
(Municipal Art Museum) is set in the 
Villa Ortiz Basualdo, a beautiful Anglo-
Norman style mansion with strong 
Picturesque style features built in 1909 
and remodelled in 1919 by the French 
architect Camus. The first floor still 
boasts the original Art Noveau furniture 
brought from Belgium. The museum 
hosts a collection of 130 paintings and 
drawings by the Marplatense painter 
Juan Carlos Castagnino as well as works 
of Argentinian artists like Quinquela 
Martín, Soldi, Alonso, Berni and Forte. 

In Colón and Viamonte Streets, the 
Villa Normandie is another example 
of the magnificent early 20th century 
architecture: palace-like chalets and 
mansions designed by European 
architects for aristocratic families from 
Buenos Aires city, precursors of the 
tourist industry. Other residences can 
also be discovered in the surrounding 
streets. 

The Capilla Stella Maris (chapel) is 
located in Viamonte and Brown Street. 
This neo-Gothic style chapel initiates 
the cult to the Marian devotion in the 
country. It bears exquisite ornamental 
details such as the mural of the sea 
and the beautiful image of the Virgin 
who seems to be suspended over it. 
The chapel was built because of the 
school that was founded to teach the 

daughters of the first fishermen who 
worked in the current playa de los 
Pescadores and Las Toscas (beaches) at 
the foot of the hill .

The Torre Tanque de Obras Sanitarias 
(tower) is located in Falucho and 
Mendoza Streets. It is a Picturesque 
style tower with medieval features. It 
boasts a panoramic terrace placed 80 
metres above sea level with a unique 
360º panoramic view of Mar del Plata, 
the sierras, the ocean and neighbouring 

cities. It belongs to Obras Sanitarias 
(water supplier) and provides running 
water to the nearby neighbourhoods.
Güemes St. is a modern commercial 
artery which offers exclusive clothing, 
jewelry and decoration stores, 
restaurants, cafés and a theatre. The 
Plaza del Agua (square) between 
San Lorenzo and Roca Streets, hosts 
exhibitions and popular shows.
Barrio Divino Rostro is a nearby 
neighbourhood which is also worth 



visiting. Two magnificent residences 
which are open for visitors and 
surrounded by exceptional parks stand 
out.

Museo Archivo Histórico Municipal 
Roberto Barili - Villa Mitre (3870 
Lamadrid St.) In this History Museum, 

photographs, documents and many 
other elements allow visitors to go 
back in time. There are special exhibits 
related to Alfonsina Storni and Astor 
Piazzolla. Villa Mitre is a neo-Colonial 
style residence which belonged to 
engineer Emilio Mitre.  

Centro Cultural Victoria Ocampo - Villa 
Victoria (1851 Matheu St.) This cultural 
centre is set in an English wooden 
house which was the summer residence 
of the renowned writer Victoria 
Ocampo (1890-1979). The writer hosted 
personalities such as Igor Stravinsky 
and Rabindranath Tagore.  Its cultural 
activity comprises shows, exhibitions 
and courses, among other activities.

Villa Silvina (1949 Quintana St.) is a 
French Picturesque style residence 
which belonged to writers Silvina 
Ocampo and Adolfo Bioy Casares.

Capilla Divino Rostro (1671 Almafuerte 
St.) is a chapel whose Peruvian colonial 
style greater altar was brought from 
Peru. The altars, pulpit, picture frames 
and Stations of the Cross were carved 
in cedar with an 18-carat-gold leafing. 
The chapel boasts a replica of the Face 
of Jesus in the Veil of Veronica kept in 
Turin. 

Los Troncos ,  iconic residential 
neighborhood, is named after the Casa 
de los Troncos (log house), which 
is located in 3440 Urquiza St. This 
renowned Picturesque style cottage, 
built in 1938, reflects a Swiss influence. 
It was decorated with hardwood logs 
brought from Salta. The neighbouring 
residences have similar architectural 
details.

Alem St. is a commercial artery with 
excellent restaurants and cafés. 

An ideal way to end this tour is to enjoy 
one of the most breathtaking coastal 

views in the panoramic viewpoint of 
the Rotonda del Golf (roundabout) 
where the Argentinian flag flaps on 
an imposing flagpole. The Tudor-style 
building facing the roundabout is the 
club house of the 18-hole Mar del 
Plata Golf Club also known as the Golf 
Cathedral.

Visitors who want to see the Casa del 
Puente (bridge house) must reach 
3900 Matheu St. By the railway track 
and set amid lovely parkland, the 
park is divided by the hollow formerly 
occupied by Las Chacras stream. The 
residence was the studio of the famous 
composer Alberto Williams and it was 
designed by his son, architect Amancio 
Williams. This Modern style building 
represents a precedent of the use of 
exposed concrete.

250 metres ahead, in Matheu St. at the 
intersection of San Juan St., Pinos de 
Anchorena (residential neighbourhood) 
boasts a unique street layout, beautiful 
houses and profusion of trees, plants 
and flowers. 




